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(54) Noise estimation and reduction apparatus for video signal processing 



(57) Video signaf compression apparatus provides 
a means lor generating residues (12,16,17,18,14) rep- 
resenting pixel value differences between predicted and 
real pixel values of a current frame of a video signal. 
Noise reduction circuitry, in the form of nonlinear 



processing means (500), attenuates lower amplitude 
residues greater than higher amplitude residues and Is 
responsive to a noise estimate (1333). The processed 
residues are transformed (15) to provide a compressed 
video data output. Disciosad nonlinear processing func- 
tions attenuate noise and reduce image distortion. 
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Description 

This application relates to noise reduction for video signal processing and compression apparatus, and more par- 
ticularly to noise reduction apparatus for use within the video signal encoding loop. 
s Predictive coding for compression of video signal functions best when current images are easily predicted from 

temporally adjacent images. However when the source images contain noise, accurate prediction becomes difficult 
and the compression efficiency declines or the reproduced image quality degrades or both. It is therefore desirable to 
minimize noise in the video signal to be compressed prior to the compression process. 

Consider FIGURE 1 which illustrates a prior art predictive image coding system. Elements 12-22 form the actual 
io predictive coder which will be described herein after. Noise reduction, in such prior art systems typically include a 
recursive noise reduction filter 10 to preprocess the video signal prior to compression. Field or frame recursive filters 
tend to have been preferred because they can effectively reduce noise components within the bandwidth of the active 
signal. However, such filters are also very memory intensive and require relatively sophisticated processing circuitry 
. in order to perform significant noise reduction without introducing undesirable artifacts around moving image features 
is It is an object of the present invention to provide a highly effective noise filter apparatus and method for predictive 
encoders with minimal additional hardware. 

The present invention reduces noise in video signal processing and compression, video signal compression ap- 
paratus includes circuitry tor generating residues representing pixel value differences between predicted: and real pixel 
values of a current frame of a video signal. A nonlinear processor attenuates lower amplitude residues greater than 
so higher amplitude residues and is responsive to a noise estimate. The processed residues are transformed to provide 
a compressed video data output. 

in a feature of the invention, nonlinear processing functions are disclosed for noise estimation and for attenuation 
of noise and reduction of image distortion. 

In another feature of the invention, noise estimation functions are disclosed. 

2$ 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGURE 1 is a biocfc diagram of prior art DPCM compression apparatus. 

FIGURES 2 and 4 are block diagrams of alternative compression apparatus including noise reduction apparatus 
so according to the present invention. 

FIGURES 3and 5 are pictorial diagrams oi exemplary nonlinoar transfer functions for the noise reduction apparatus 
oi FIGURES 2 and 4. 

FIGURES 6 and 7 are pictorial diagrams of exemplary nonlinear transfer functions, according to the Invention, for 
the noise reduction apparatus of FIGURES 2 and 4. 

35 The present invention will be described in the coniext of video compression similar to that described in the standard 
being established by the Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG) of the International Standardisation Organisation. 
Motion compensated predictive encoding, o! the typo described in the MPEG protocol, requires both intraframe en- 
coding and interframe encoding. That is every N th frame is intraframe encoded to insure regular temporal signal re- 
plenishment, intervening frames are interframe or DPCM predictive encoded with compressed data in successive 

40 frames dependent upon prior frames, intraframe encoded frames are designated 1 frames and interframe encoded 
frames are designated either P or B frames depending upon whether they are only forward predated or both forward 
and backward predicted respectively. The process of predictive coding involves dividing respective images Into small 
areas, and searching neighboring images to locate identical or nearly identical areas in a neighboring image. The 
location of the area in the neighboring image and the differences between the area ol the current image and the 

4S corresponding identical or nearly identical area, of the neighboring image, are coded for transmission. Note that if the 
corresponding areas are in fact identical, all differences will bo zoro and an area may be coded with simply a vector 
identifying the location of ihs corresponding area and a code indicating that all differences are zero. Thus compressed 
identical or nearly identical Images may be realized with relatively few codewords. Alternatively, if the image contains 
appreciable noise it will be appreciated that correlation of image areas frame to frame will deteriorate with a concomitant 

so increase in residue data, and a corresponding increase in compressed codewords. 

In FIGURE t , video signals generated by, for example, a camera are applied to a recursive noise reducer 1 0 which 
eondit ions the video signals for compression. The remainin g apparatus is of relatively well known configuration, hence 
only a general description wiit be provided. I frame pixel data (rem the noise reducer 10, are passed unaltered to the 
encoder 15 by the subtracter 12. The encoder 15 performs a discrete cosine transform OCT on the pixel data (in blocks 

ss of 8 X 8 pixels) to generate OCT coefficients. The coefficients are quantized So control the data rate and ordered in a 
predetermined sequence which tends to coalesce the majority of zero valued coefficients for efficient run-length coding. 
The encoder then run-length and statistically encodes the coefficients. The coded pixel representative data is applied 
to a formatter 1 9 which attaches information to indicate the source location of respective blocks within a frame, the 
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coding type, {I, P, B}, frame number, time stamps etc. according io the selected compression protocol, for example 
MPEG 2. The data from the formatter is applied to a transport processor 20 which segments the formatted data into 
payload packets of particular numbers of bits, generates identifiers to track the respective payloads, generates syn- 
chronization information and develops error correction/detection codes, and appends alt of the latter to the respective 
£ payload packets to form transport packets. The transport packets are applied to an appropriate modern 22 tor trans- 
mission. 

The I compressed frames from the encoder 15 are applied to a decoder 16 which performs the inverse function 
oi the encoder 15. For f compressed frames the output of the decoder 16 is a reproduced i frame. The decompressed 
i fame is passed unaltered by the adder 18 to the buffer memory 1? wherein it is stored for predictive compression of 

10 subsequent P and B frames. Predictive encoding of P and B frames is similar, and P frame compression will be dis- 
cussed. The P image frame currently being compressed is applied to a motion estimator 1 4, which divides the frame 
into blocks tit e.g., 16 X 16 pixels. The estimator 14 then searches the preceding I or P frame for a simitar 16X16 
block of pixels, and calculates a set of vectors which indicate the relative difference in spatial coordinates of the block 
in the current frame and the most nearly identical btock in the frame being searched. Using this vectorthe corresponding 

is block from the corresponding decompressed frame in buffer memory 1 7 is coupied to the subtracter 1 2 which subtracts 
the predicted block from memory 17, on a pixel by pixe! basis, from the corresponding block ot the current frame being 
decompressed. The differences or residues provided by the subtracter are appl ied to Ihe encoder 15 wherein they are 
processed similar to the I frame pixe! data. The vectors generated by the estimator 14 are coupled to the formatter 19 
wherein they are included as a portion of the coded data associated with respective blocks. 

20 The compressed P frames are decoded in the decoder 1 6 and applied tothe adder 1 8 Concurrently the respective 
blocks of the image frame from which the frame was predicted are accessed from the buffer memory by the predictor 
13 and applied to a second input of the adder 18 wherein ihe decoded residues or differences are added on a pixel 
by pixe! basis to restore the actual image. The restored pixe! P frame data from the adder 18 is stored in the buffer 
memory 17 for prsdictively encoding/decoding subsequent P and 8 frames. 

11 is important to note that when i frames are being processed, the predictor 13 applies zero values to both the 
subtracter 1 2 and the adder 18. t frames that are input are therefore passed unaltered by the subtracter 1 2, and decoded 
I frames from the decoder 1 6 are passed unaltered by the adder 18.. 

FIGURE 2 illustrates a first embodiment of the Invention. In FIGURE 2 the compression apparatus is similar to the 
apparatus of FIGURE 1 and elements designated with like numbers as those in FIGURE 1 perform like functions. There 

30 are two primary differences which are the addition of the non linear element 500, and a slight additional function added 
to element 1333 which performs the function of element 13 in FIGURE 1. 

The non linear element 500 is connected between the subtracter 1 2 and the encoder 1 5. This element is arranged 
to pass only signal values above a predetermined vatue. Element 500 may be a simple coring circuit which passes a 
zero value for all values below a predetermined value and the signal vatue minus the predetermined value for all values 

35 exceeding the predetermined value, as shown by the piece wise linear function (curve 8) in FIGURE 3. Alternatively 
it may take the form of a more typical coring circuit which passes a zero value for ail signal values less than a prede- 
termined value and the signal value for all signal values which exceed the predetermined value, A further alternative 
function for element 500 may be a more gentfy curving function such as the curve designated A in FIGURE 3. 

Additional exemplary alternative nonlinear transfer functions, according to the invention, that offer an advantage 

40 in noise filtering are shown in Figures 6 and 7. it is desirable that a nonlinear eiement transfer function should provide 
an identity function {m which the output is equal to the input) outside the coring 'window* region (W to -W in Figures 6 
and 7). It is also desirable that a nonlinear element transfer function provides a smooth transition between coring and 
non -coring region. Otherwise, image distortions may result from the absence of these two coring features. A nonlinear 
transfer function, according to the invention, that provides these features is the class ot functions that provide (a) an 

45 identity function outside the coring window and (b) a convex-downward and increasing function inside the coring win- 
dow. The class ot functions providing the desired nonlinear transfer functions are given by, 

f(x) = x when,fxl>W 

so 

f(x)=g(x) when, Sxl £W 

where g(x) is both an increasing and convex-downward function of x (e.g. x 2 ), and g(W) - W. 
ss The curve of Figure 6 is defined as, 



f(x) = x whan, fxl > W, curve A of Figure 6 
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*( x )" W (w) B '..when, bcUW, curve B of Figure 8 

where n is an integer and controls the convexity of the coring function within the coring window (IxlsW), A larger value 
£ of n makes the coring function curve B becomes more convex and closer to zero within the region txf < W. if n=1 , the 
coring function becomes an identity function. 

The curve of Figure 7 is a piece-wise iinear and convex exemplary implementation of the described function class. 
The curve of Figure 7 is defined as, 

f {x) - x when, Ixl > W, curve C of Figure 7 



}{x} = ax when, ixl < T, curve E of Figure 7 

is 

f (x) ~ bx when, T < Ixl < W, curve D of Figure 7 

where a < b and 0 < T < W. The parameter T is a threshold value that controls the convexity of the coring function. 

so All o! the described functions may be provided by programming the functions into respective address locations in 
memory in unit 500 which is arranged to be addressed by the signal to be processed. The memory of nonlinear element 
500 may bo programmed with a number of different transfer functions and the transfer function may be selected in 
response to a control signal from prediction unit 1 3S3, as described later. Other methods of selecting a transfer function 
are described, for example, in US Patent 5,258,928, by Zdepski et at. In addition, the described class of nonlinear 

£5 {unctions, according to the invention, are suitable for filtering and noise reduction in a wide variety of applications. Not 
just the described video encoder in-ioop coring system. Potential applications include satellite, terrestrial and cable 
systems for communication or broadcast and include telephony. For example, the functions may be used for still image 
compression, modems or speech compression. 

In Figure 2 the compressor performs two types of compression, intraframa and interJrame. In the latter type the 

so signal applied to the element 500 are residues resulting from taking pixel differences of two independent frames, in 
the former, the signal applied to the element 500 is the video signal unaltered. The noise power of the latter is the 
square root of two greater than the former, and the signal level of the latter is significantly less. Therefore the signal 
to noise ratio of the intra* rame video signal is significantly greater than the signal to noise ratio of the interframe residues, 
regardless of the amount ot noise contaminating the signal. 

as In view of the difference in signal to noise ratios, the nonlinear function applied during intraframe compression 

should be different than for interframe compression, For example, if the nonlinear function is piece wise linear coring, 
the predetermined value below which intraframa values will be cored may be significantly greater than for interframe 
residues. Alternatively, since the signal to noise ratio of intraframa signals wiil be relatively large compared to the 
residues, the nonlinear element may be conditioned to pass intraframe signals unallered. The relative signal to noise 

4C ratios of B frame and P frame predictive coded frames may also be significantly different depending upon the number 
of B frames between P frames. Thus it may be appropriate to apply different nonlinear Junctions in element 500 for the 
different types of predictive coding. Adaptively controlling the nonlinear element is performed by the predictor 1333, 
which applies respective control signals for I, P and B frames being coded. 

In addition, the inventors have recognized that noise in an incoming video signal from a source such as a camera 

4$ may vary over time (e.g. frame to frame) as a result of various factors including an operational change such as a 
panning maneuver for example. Further, noise in the incoming signal may vary within portions of an image frame due 
to a scene change, for example. Therefore the inventors have recognized that it is advantageous to change the non- 
linear element function based on an estimate of image Poise. This is discussed in more detail later 

Figure 4 shows an embodiment conducive to using a similar nonlinear function for ail types of compression inter- 
so frame and intraframs. In FIGURE 4 elements designated with like numbers to elements in FIGURE 1 are similar and 
perform like functions. The FIGURE 4 circuit includes a nonlinear element 50 between the subtracter 1 2 and the encoder 
15, The function of the nonlinear element may be similar to that shown in FIGURE 5 (standard coring function) or a 
function as described for element 500, 

During compression of interframe frames, the switches swi and sw2 are in the alternative position to the positions 

£5 illustrated. With the switches in this position, the system is configured as and operates exactly as the system of FIGURE 
2 for interframe coding. Thus the nonlinear function of element 50 will be selected, in accordance with performance 
expectations for interframe coding. 

For intraframe coding it is necessary that the decoded intraframe signal from decoder 16 pass through the adder 
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18 unaltered This is effected by employing switch swl. which is conditioned by the prediction element 133. to pass 
zero values during coding of I frames. Concurrently the switch SW2 is moved to the position shown in FIGURE 4. 

In order for the nonlinear element tohave a beneficial effect on I frame signals, in view of Iheir relatively high signal 
to noise ratio, the I frame signals are artificially reduced for noise processing and then restored after noise processing, 

5 Reduction of the t frame signal is accomplished by generating a predicted I frame and applying the predicted I frame 
to the subtracter 12, The differences generated by the subtracter will be of the same order of magnitude as the inferframe 
residues, and therefore the nonlinear element will operate similarly thereon. The predicted signal provided from the 
predictor 1 33 is then added back to the signal provided from the nonlinear element to restore the input I frame signal 
to substantially its original value. 

re Several methods are available to generate predicted I frames. One method is simply to condition the predictor 1 33 

to output blocks of pixefs which are collocated with the current I frame, from the last decoded frame in the buffer 17 
(which may not be an J frame). But a preferred method, which provides a much more accurate prediction of the I f rame 
is to predict the i frame in a manner similar to predicting P or B frames. Note that prediction requires motion vectors 
which provide a spatial correspondence between similar blocks of pixels in temporally spaced frames. Coded I frames 

f $ in general do not include motion vectors, However, since the encoder includes (he motion vector generation apparatus 
for generating vectors for P and B frames, it is a simple matter to program such apparatus to generate motion vectors 
for i frames also. These motion vectors may be utilized, at the encoder lo generate a predicted I frame for noise 
reduction purposes, and then discarded, i.e. not included in the coded bit stream. Alternatively the i frame motion 
vectors may be included in the coded bit stream for error concealment purposes as suggested in the MPEG protocol. 

so Assume the nonlinear element 50 is programmed to pass all signal samples having magnitudes greater than a 

value of T, which will be nominally quite small. Also assume that the signal provided from the predictor is S(n) and the 
input i frame signal is l(n) Ignoring the element SO, the signal provided to the upper contact of the switch SW2 is l(n) 
- S{n| This signal is coupled to one input of an adder 52 and the signal S(n) is applied to a second input of the adder 
52. Adder 52 provides the signal i(n) -S(n) + S{n) d(n) These values are coupled to the encoder 1 5, and are unchanged 

ss from the input values. Only those output values l{n) for which Iho differences provided by the subtracter 1 2 are within 
± T will be affected by the nonlinear element 12. Hence it will be beneficial if the I frame predictions provided by the 
predictor 1 33 are very accurate i.e. within a deviation of ± T, in which case the non linear element 50 will substantially 
only affect noise components. 

The foregoing description assumes that frames are encoded in their entirety as intraframe coded frames or as 

30 interframe coded frames, In the MPEG standard, for example, the video signal is coded on a biock-by-block basis, and 
provision is made to code certain blocks of P or B frames in the intraframe coding mode if a close match cannot be 
found for the block in the search frame. In these instances the predictors 13, 133, and 1333 will be programmed to 
switch the nonlinear processing elements 15, 50 and 500 respectively on a biock-by-block basis in accordance with 
the current processing type. Thus, in the appended claims, if mention is made about compressing frames according 

3& to an interframe processing mods, it should be appreciated that ones of Ihe blocks of pixels within such frames may 
be intraframe processed, and the claims are intended to apply to such mixed mode processed frames. 

As previously mentioned, the inventors have recognized that it is advantageous to change the nonlinear element 
transfer function based on an estimate of image noise. Further, that the nonlinear element transfer function is advan- 
tageously changed to adapt the encoder for signal to noise ratio changes that occur frame to frame and within a frame. 
Such signal to noise ratio changes may be the result of a camera panning maneuver or a scene change, for example. 
In addition, an inverse relationship has been identified belween image noise and the degree of motion within an image 
area, according to the invention. A similar inverse relationship has been identified, according to the invention, between 
image noise and the complexity of motion within an image area. There is also an inverse relationship between the 
desired coring width, for example, and the degree and compiaxity o! image motion. 

45 In the encoder embodiment of Figure 2, prediction unit t333 estimates the noise associated with a current pixel 

block being encoded. Based on this noise estimate, unit 1333 adapts the coring width of a coring function in unit 500 
(as exemplified in Figure 6), via a control signal, in order to filter residues from subtraclor 12. Unit 1333 adapts the 
coring width for pixel blocks being encoded in P or B frames at selectable intervals. However, unit 500 passes I frame 
pixel blocks unaltered. The noise estimation and nonlinear element update operations are performed by unit 1333 as 

so explained below. The remaining encoder operation is as previously explained in connection with Figure 2, 

Unit 1 333 examines the motion vector provided by motion estimator 14 for the pixel block currently being encoded 
{current block). When this motion vector is substantially zero and the prediction error of the current block is below a 
predetermined threshold, Eh© noise estimate is calculated. The nonlinear element transfer function of unit 500 is 
changed based on this noise estimate. By calculating the noise estimate only upon the concurrence of a substantially 

ss zero value motion vector and a low prediction error, the accuracy of the noise estimate is improved. This is because 
the error associated with large scene changes that coincide wish zero value motion vectors is reduced. The prediction 
error is computed as the Mean Squared Error (MSE) for the current block. For example, in a macroblock containing N 
pixels where each pixel has a fuminancs value defining the pixel brightness {gray shade assuming a black and white 
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picture), the MSE value would be given by: 



1 N 

MSE ..... |j £ (fij > «i> 2 



where u t are the current block pixel luminance values and u s are pixel luminance values corresponding to a predicted 
block for the current block. N equals the number of pixel luminance values in the current block, tor example N=258 in 
the MPEG standard assuming a 16x1 6 pixel macroblock. A tower MS£ value indicates a better prediction because it 
shows less volatility and less guesswork in the predicted values. The noise estimate o Is determined assuming that 
the MSE value is representative of image block noise given the concurrence oi a substantially zero value motion vector 
and a low prediction error. The noise estimate a is deduced as follows, 

The noise estimate a values computed in a frame are averaged to produce a trame noise estimate value a. The 
0 values may also be filtered to provide a filtered and averaged frame noise estimate value for e, A final noise estimate 
used to update the unit £00 nonlinear element Iransier function is then computed as a weighted average of the current 
and previous frame e values. The unit 500 nonlinear element function is updatedat intervals of 1 0 frames in Ihe preferred 
embodiment. However, the nonlinear element transfer function may be varied at selectable intervals ranging from many 
frames (greater than 10) to intervals corresponding to Individual pixel block encoding periods. The selected interval 
may also be automatically determined based on the noise estimate variation being in a predetermined range. 

The averaging of the frame noise estimate values is performed using the following Finite impulse Response (FIR) 
filter function to provide the overall noise estimate value, e, used to update the unit 500 nonlinear element transfer 
function; 

The e„ summation is performed from 0 to N. The e„.j values represent previous frame noise estimates, j=N and cor- 
responding e„, N is the noise estimate value of the frame occwing N frames prior to a current frame, j-0 and corre- 
sponding e„ is the noise estimate value of the current frame. Specifically, where only a single previous noise estimate 
is used, as in the preferred embodiment, e„ is given by; 

e (1 = ae n + (1-a)e |( . 1 

where a is an empirically determined constant value of about .8 in the exemplary preferred embodiment. 

The weighting factor values hj may also be dynamically determined and updated using a confidence measure of 
Ihe current noise estimate. For example the 'h' factor may be determined as a function of a zero-value motion vector 
area relative to the whole image area or as a function of motion vector values. 

The coring window width, w, of the unit 500 nonlinear element coring function is determined in accordance with 
the following equation, 

w = ce fl + k 

where c is an empirically determined fixed weighting constant with a value between Oand 1 . The constant kis dependent 
on scene content and is determined empirically based on measurementsof encoder statistics including motion vectors, 
correlation factors and complexity factors. The value ot k may be determined, for example, by iteratively encoding test 
video data using alternative k values. The k value that gives the best correlation between original and decoded test 
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picture blocks in terms of Signal to Noise Ratio is selected for encoder use. The coring width w is computed to optimize 
Signal to Noise Ratio and minimize signal corruption. 

if should be noted that a wide variety ot other methods of obtaining a noise estimate may aiso be used. These 
methods may involve variation in the method of obtaining the noise estimate and filtering this estimate. For example, 

s the noise estimate may be made using pixel by pixel noise estimates or frame noise estimates. Noise estimation is not 
restricted to fixed size pixel block based computation. There are various ways of applying the noise estimate to change 
the nonlinear element transfer Junction. The noise estimate may be used to select between different paraiiel transfer 
functions rather than to vary an individual function, for example. 

An alternative method of obtaining a noise estimate is to use the lowest MSE value obtained from motion estimator 

10 1 4 as an indication of noise. In this approach the lowest MSE vaiue obtained for pixel blocks in a frame is taken as the 
noise estimate, ideally, the MSE value for pixel blocks in which no motion is present is zero, therefore, the minimum 
MSE value indicates residual mismatch between pixel blocks resulting from noise. Therefore, this minimum MSE value 
may be taken as a noise estimate. This method is equally applicable to other indications of prediction error not just 
MSE. For example, the noise estimation method may alternatively use other types of error indication measures including 

is MAE (Mean Absolute Error) and SAE (Sum of Absolute Error). Further, to reduce errors that may result from in-framo 
poor motion estimates the minimum MSE value may be filtered over a number of frames. This may be performed using 
a non-linear recursive type filler defined as follows: 



where, 






is the filtered noise estimate output used to update the nonlinear element transfer function- 




is the previous filtered noise estimate output. 


M n 


is the smallest MSE vaiue obtained for the current frame. 


a 


lies between 0 and 1 and controls the time constant of the filter, 




a=Afor(l M -M n )>0 




a= B otherwise. 
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Confidence in computation of a reduced noise estimate value relative to previous values is greater than confidence 
in computation ol an increased noise estimate vaiue. This is because an increased noise estimate value is mofe likely 
to result from spurious measurement error such as scene change effects, for example. Therefore the value of ct is 
adjustable. The vaiue of « is given value A to provide a longer (slower) filter time constant for increasing noise estimate 

3S values. The value of a is given value B to provide a shorter (faster) filter time constant for reducing noise estimate 
values. An exemplary value for A is .5 and an exemplary value for 8 is .1. More than the two adjustable fitter time 
constants and other filter functions may aiso be used to optimize noise estimation for other image conditions. 

The principles of the invention are also applicable to encoder systems using noise reducing pre-processors. In 
such pre-processors simplified motion detectors are commonly used that may produce significant motion estimation 

40 errors. Such systems particularly benefit from noise estimate tittering as previously described. 



<*5 1. Apparatus for compressing an image representative video signal containing pixel data characterized by: 
means (1 333) for estimating noise in said video signal and providing an output; 

moans for generating residues (12,16,18,17,14) having lower and higher amplitude components, said residues 
representing differences of pixel values between predicted pixel values and real pixel values of a current frame 
bo of said video signal being compressed; 

nonlinear processing means (500). coupled to said generating means, lor attenuating lower amplitude residues 
greater than higher amplitude residues and providing an output, wherein a transfer function of said nonlinear 
processing means is responsive to said noise estimate; and 

transform means (15) for transforming said processed residues and providing a compressed video data output. 



The apparatus set forth in claim 1 characterized in that 

said noise estimate is produced as a function of pixel prediction error. 
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3, The apparatus set forth in claim 2 characterized in that 

said noise estimate is produced when motion in an image area is substantially zero, 

4. The apparatus set forth in claim 1 characterized in that 

£ said transfer (unction responds to said noise estimate at variable time intervals. 



5, The apparatus set forth in claim t further characterized by 

a filter with a variable time constant for temporally filtering said noise estimate and wherein said transfer 
function of said nonlinear processing means is responsive to said temporally filtered noise estimate, 

10 

6. The apparatus set forth in claim 5 characterized in that 

said variable time constant filter provides a longer (slower) filter time constant for increasing noise estimate 
values and a shorter (taster) filter time constant for reducin g noise estimate vaiues, 

is ?. The apparatus set forth in claim 1 further characterized by 

a filter for spatially filtering said noise estimate; and wherein said transfer function of said nonlinear processing 
means is responsive to said spatially filtered ndse estimate. 

8. The apparatus set forth in claim 1 characterized in that 
20 said transfer function is a coring function with a coring window having a window width w, and w is responsive 

to said noise estimate. 

S. The apparatus set forth in claim t characterized in that 

said transfer {unction is a coring function and said coring function is responsive to motion in an area of an 
?5 image, 

10. The apparatus set forth in claim 9 characterized in that 

said apparatus processes said pixei data on a block by block basis and the degree of coring within said 
coring function is responsive to motion in a pixel block. 

30 

11, The apparatus set forth in ciaim 8 characterized in that 

said apparatus processes said pixel data on a block by block basis and said coring function is applied only 
to residues corresponding to pixel blocks exhibiting image motion below a predetermine threshold. 

3$ 12. The apparatus set forth in claim 1 characterized in that 

said noise estimate is inversely related to the degree of motion in an area of an image. 

13. The apparatus set forth in claim 1 characterized in that 

said nonlinear processing means provides a plurality of selectable transfer functions including a linear transfer 
40 function. 

1 4. The apparatus set forth in claim 1 characterized in thai 

said transfer function is a coring function with a coring window and said coring function is a function of a 
change in image content of said current frame. 

45 

15. The apparatus set forth in ciaim 1 characterized in that 

said transfer function is a coring function with a coring window and said coring function substantially com- 
prises an identity function outside said coring window. 

so 1 6, The apparatus set forth in claim 1 characterized in that 

said transfer function is a coring function with a coring window and said coring function substantially com- 
prises a convex-downward and increasing function inside said window. 

17. Apparatus tor filtering noise in a signal characterized by: 

55 

an input processor (1 2) lor receiving and processing said signal to provide an output suitable for filtering; and 
a nonlinear processing means (500), coupled to said input processor, tor attenuating tower amplitude compo- 
nents of said processed output more than higher amplitude components and for providing a filtered output, 
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wherein the transfer function of said nonlinear processing means is in the class of coring functions, having a 
coring window, that substantially provide: 

(a) an identity function, in which the output Is equal to the input, outside said coring window; and 

(b) a convex-downward and increasing function inside said coring window. 

1S. The apparatus set forth in cfatm 1? characterized in that 

said transfer function is adaptively selected from a plurality of coring functions that include a transfer function 
in said class. 

19. The apparatus set forth in cfaim 18 characterized in that 

said transfer function is selected eased on an estimate of noise in said video signal. 

20. The apparatus set forth in claim 17 characterized in that 

said transfer function is a piece-wise linear transfer function, 

21. The apparatus set forth in claim 17 characterized in that 

said transfer function inside said coring window is of the form 




where n is an integer. 
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